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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PFOR, GR, US 

SUB J : TA NEA INTERVIEW WITH FORMER AMBASSADOR TASCA 

REF: ATHENS 1279 

1 . ALLEGATIONS CONTAINED IN STORY REPORTED REFTEL APPEAR TO BE 
SAME AS THOSE MENTIONED IN PASSING IN SENSATIONALIST STORY ON 
CIA IN ITALY THAT APPEARED IN EPOCA FOR FEBRUARY 11, 1976. 
ALLEGATIONS RE TASCA IN EPOCA WERE NOT PICKED UP AND REPEATED 
IN ITALIAN PRESS. 

2. AT TIME EPOCA STORY APPEARED, TASCA DENIED STORY TO EMBOFFS. 
HE TODAY DENIED TA NEA STORY TO POLITICAL COUNSELOR AND STATED 
THAT HE HAD. IN RESPONSE TO QUERY FROM COOLEY (CHRISTIAN SCIENCE 
MONITOR CORRESPONDENT IN ATHENS), ALSO DENIED STORY TO HIM. 

HE HOPES TAHT VIA COOLEY HIS DENIAL WILL BE REPORTED IN 
MONITOR. 

3. THE EPOCA STORY, IN ADDITION TO ALLEGATIONS REPEATED IN TA 
NEA, ALSO INCLUDED STATEMENT THAT TASCA HAD MET IN ROME LAST 
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DISPOSITION 'SOME DOCUMENTS REGARDING THE UNSUCCESSFUL INVASION 
OF CYPRUS (SUMMER 1974), ORGANIZED BY THE CIA AND SUPPORTED BY 
KISSINGER." TASCA DENIED TO EMBOFFS THAT HE HAD MET WITH NY TIMES 
CORRESPONDENTS ON THIS OR ANY OTHER SUBJECT LAST MAY AND THAT HE 
HAD ANY SUCH DOCUMENTS. SINCE STORY DIED QUIETLY HERE, TASCA 
HAD DECIDED NOT TO ISSUE PUBLIC DENIAL BECAUSE IT WOULD HAVE 
EFFECT OF KEEPING STORY ALIVE.VOLPE 
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